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What To Do with the Old Fink’s Bakery! Jerry & Jordan Hoffsmith Ask

the Annville Community

President’s Message, by Michael Schroeder

“If we can get the community to embrace what we’re
doing, it’ll be a win-win situation.” That’s how Jerry
Hoffsmith, owner of Colonial Craft Kitchens at 344 W.
Main St. in Annville, described to a visitor the basic idea
behind the mitiative he and his son Jordan launched back
m May: to solicit community feedback on the kinds of
shops & businesses that ought to mhabit the Old Fink’s
Bakery at 25 E. Main St., across the street from the Allen
Theater. (Right: Jordan & Jerry Hoflsmith take a break
from their work rehabbing 343 W. Main St., across the
street from Colonial Craft Kitchens, a thriving family-
owned business since its founding in 1983.)

The recently-auctioned complex of buildings remains
the last piece of the puzzle in the downtown
redevelopment plan launched in 2007, when then-
Township Commissioner Dick Charles described it as “the key property” in the redevelopment of the downtown
area, dubbed the Annville Center project. “If we didn’t get this property, we wouldn’t have had a plan,” said
Charles at the time (Lebanon Daily News, 3 April 2007).

In 2007, Annville Township purchased the property for $325,000 thanks to a state grant from the
Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program. Since then, while the rest of downtown has seen a major facelift, the
Old Fink’s Bakery has sat mostly empty, its deteriorating exterior becoming something of an eyesore - a big part
of why Jerry & Jordan Hoffsmith are so keen on moving the project forward.

The father-son team’s commitment to the larger community helps to explain why they’re also keen on soliciting
the opinions of folks in Annville and in the Lebanon Valley on what to do with the property. They’ve asked, and
continue to ask, i multiple ways - including a questionnaire administered on Historic Old Annville Day and a
Facebook page dedicated to listening to people express their views on what ought to be done (on Facebook,
search: “Shops at Fink's - 25 Fast Main Street - Former Fink's Bakery”).

Dozens have responded to the query, offering a wide variety of ideas and opinions. Asked if there’s an
emerging consensus, Jerry replies with a qualified “yes,” but declines to be more specific because he doesn’t want
to foreclose further discussion or make it appear that a decision has been reached - because 1t hasn’t. As Jerry &
Jordan envision it, the property will house multiple businesses, including retail stores that appeal to both students
at Lebanon Valley College and the larger community. They’ve done their homework, met several times with
LVC administrators, and seem determined to listen carefully to what community members are saying.



For my part - shamelessly seizing
my prerogative here as author of this
President’s Message - I would
envision a brew pub like The
Millworks in Midtown Harrisburg,
with open-air ceilings highlighting the
building’s original rough-hewn
timbers - as solid today as they day
they were installed - live music on
weekends, and a variety of craft beers
brewed on-site. The potential
synergies with the Allen Theater stir
the imagination. (Left: Jerry holds a
photo of Fink’s Bakery in its heyday.)

But whatever stores & shops end

up gracing this lovely if neglected historic building, we have every reason to believe that the Hoffsmiths will work
not only to foster vibrant and successful businesses in the Old Fink’s Bakery, but will serve the larger Annville
community by creating a downtown anchor about which we can all feel justly proud.

Fink’s: More Than Just a Bakery
By Douglas L. Nyce, FOOA Vice President

Though Annville has had many bakeries and
many bakers, and continues so to do, there’s one
whose commercial success stands out above the
others: Fink’s. Founded by Homer Fink in Annville
following his service m World War I and his
graduation from Lebanon Valley College in 1920
with an A.B. in Business, Fink’s Bakery became the
basis for Homer Fink’s success as a businessman,
community leader, and philanthropist.'

Homer was born in Myerstown where his father,
Harry C. Fink, had been a successful baker since at
least 1904." Harry later moved the business to
Annville. Homer and his brother David, who also
went into the baking business in Annville, no doubt
learned the trade as youngsters.’

Pies have always been a popular baked good in
Annville. Dr. Clark Carmean, the late Professor of
Music and Director of Admissions at LVC,
recounted a story about Annville pies in the 1980’s.
Clark and his wife Edna were House Parents of the

1 As listed in the 1930 Quittie Yearbook.
2 FOOA Facebook post by Daniel Moyer, retrieved July 19,
2017.

Freshman Dorm in the 1930s (the site of today’s
Neidig-Garber Science Center). Once, Clark was
confronted at the dorm by an angry Annville baker
holding a shotgun. The baker worked at the Eagle
Hotel which stood for a century on the southwest
corner of Main and White Oak streets. It seems that

3 Nationally Registered Bakers in 1922 included Homer F. Fink
and David R. Rink of Annville PA; The Baker’s Helper (Chicago,
1L), vol. 37, June 15, 1922, p. 1198.



some freshman (or men) had stealthily removed (and
we may assume, consumed) a number of pies left to
cool by an open window. Somehow Clark calmed
the baker and escaped unharmed (I expect cash may
have been mvolved)!

Fink’s most popular item was the Blue Bird Pie,
known throughout the county as a delicious handful
of baked goodness. Perhaps modeled on the
Cornish Pasty, the pie was small enough to hold in
one hand, but big enough to be a satisfying dessert.
The miners of Cornwall, England, for which
Cornwall mine in Lebanon County was named,
carried their small pies down into the mines as an
affordable and satiating lunch. It would be interesting
to know if our own Cornwall miners had similar
lunches.

An original Blue Bird Pie bag 1s displayed on the
wall in Hoss’s Restaurant in Annville.

Through the success of his business, Homer
acquired land for his family’s use, and even more for
development. He created the first suburban
Annville neighborhood i a field from Reigert’s Lane
(known to generations of LVC students as “Lover’s
Lane”) south to Quittie Park Drive. This was “Fink’s
Development.” Business success also allowed
Homer and his wife Mary to engage in philanthropy.'
Tragedy 1n a person’s life sometimes leads to a
greater appreciation for what one has and an
expanded spirit of sharing. It may be that Homer
and Mary Fink’s tragic loss of their son, Homer Jr.,
m 1930 at age 21 led the Finks to their later
generosity.

4 “[In] 1955 the Annville-Cleona Joint School District was
established. The Greystone Building accommodated Annville
High School and then Annville-Cleona High School for a total
of approximately twenty years until student population grew to
about eight hundred students, so that the community recognized
the need for a new high school building. A tract of land located
on South White Oak Street and worth $30,000 at the time of its
donation was given by Mr. Homer Fink as the building site
where the school agreed to install a water line which could also
be used by a housing development which he was to establish
directly across from the proposed school site.” Kathy Gardner,
The History of Education in Annville (Part 11I), Annville-Cleona
High School, 1982, published by FOOA in the Landmartk, vol.
XXXII, no. III, May/June, 2012.

5 “The First Aid Unit of the Union Hose Fite Company
celebrated its 20th anniversary in serving the community on
Tuesday evening. They had a doggie roast at ‘Fink's Grove” in

Allen W. Mund Sr., a generous donor of time and
funds to LVC, who lost his son Allen Jr. (for whom
the Mund College Center 1s named) 1n a tragic car
accident, was another example of this in Annville
history. As philanthropists, the Finks are perhaps
best known for their generous sharing of Fink’s
Grove with the community. Just off Reigert’s Lane
and next to Fink’s Development, LLVC students
simply knew it as “The Grove.” Graduates of LVC
from the 60’s and 70’s who I meet imvariably ask me
if “The Grove” 1s still there and regale me with tales
of blissful afternoons spent (sometimes misspent!) in
the woods of South Annville.

Fink’s was also the site of many camps and
community celebrations, being used by the Boy
Scouts, the Union Hose Fire Company’ and the Bob
Hess Boxing Camp,” in which Mrs. Mary Fink was
also proudly involved.” Although this semi-public
park 1s no longer available to the community and
Fink’s Bakery has been closed for many years,
there’s no doubt that the Fink family have made an
mdelible mark on the Annville community. (Below:
the Fink’s Bakery storefront in the 1910s.)

South Annville, through the courtesy of owner Homer Fink.”
The Lebanon Daily News, Aug. 30, 1957, p.9.

¢ Hess said he and his staff prepared a ballfield, basketball court,
volleyball court, archery range, wrestling and boxing mat, and a
couple of boats for boating on Bachman's Run, which is
dammed into a convenient lake. “The boys also fish in the dam.”
The Lebanon Daily News, July 26, 1968, p. 7.

7 “At noontime, is the highlight of the day for most any boy —
‘unch time,” Hess said. “It’s more than just lunch. We are
fortunate enough to have the best cook in Lebanon County,
Mrs. Homer Fink, head cook at the Annville- Cleona High
School. She cooks up a real meal. . .. Mrs. Fink prepares
lunches that more resemble dinners for the boys and even slips
some of her specialties for the fussy eaters. [She|] mothers and
pampers our boys.” The Lebanon Daily News, July 26, 1968 p. 7.



FOOA Announces Fundraiser for Quittie Nature Park Expansio

NG T

The Annville community once again has a unique S &
opportunity to add stream-side land to the Quittie
Creek Nature Park. A beautiful tract of land along
the north bank of the Quittapahilla from East High
St. in Annville to the park entrance on Bachman
Road, consists of 2.64 acres and is available for sale.
Acquisition of this land for the Quittie Creek Nature
Park would add one-third of a mile of land directly
along Quittapahilla Creek and expand the park to 36
acres, stretching approximately 1.25 miles along the
Quittie Creek. This new land will also provide a
permanent hiking trail that connects the park to the
EFast High St. area and neighborhoods to the west
(right: photo of this stretch of creekside land).

The Quittie Creek Nature Park Committee of

} . ; i = Park. Persons interested in donating to this park
Friends of Old Annville has initiated a fundraising expansion project can download and fill out a
campaign to' purchase t.his new land for the park. Donation Commitment Form at the Friends of Old
The Cor.nmlt@e will raise the iunds:; Annville Annville website (www.fooa.org) and mail it and a
Township, which owns the park, will own the land.

check made out to the Quittie Creek Nature Park to
Kathleen Moe, Quittie Creek Park Commuttee, 308
Last Main Street, Annville, PA 17005. The deadline
for donations 1s September 1, 2017.

The estimate of the cost of the project is $27,000,
which includes the land purchase itself, costs for
surveying and subdividing the land, legal costs,
closing costs, signage costs, and costs for a short Donations will be tax deductible, as Friends of Old
gasement to connect the land directly to East High Annville, the sponsor of the Quittie Creck Nature

treet.

Park Committee is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Owen Moe, a longtime member of the park

) . The members of the Quittie Creek Nature Park
committee, reported, “We are pleased to announce Committee—Ann and David Lasky, Lee Allwein
. . - J 9
that Fred and Tanya Richter of Annville have Danielle and David Hand, Liz Lingle, Michael
stepped forward with an offer to cover the cost of the Schroeder, Kathy and Owen Moe, and Jim Scott—
land itself ($15,335), leavin r organization with ) o .
? d tie f($ ,‘),’33‘)})1’ caving ot ‘(B)I%aGG "aE’OTh tP K encourage people to visit this land and walk the trail
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http://www.fooa.org/

Historic Old Annville Day 2017 - A Rousing Success!

A giant thank-you to all who participated in committee: Laura Charehan, Tucker Hull, Rachel
Historic Old Annville Day (HOAD) 2017 this past Noll, Brian Nornhold, Jill Palanzo, Michelle
Saturday, June 10. It was the perfect day for many Poorman, Michael Schroeder, Jim Scott and Lee
thousands of people to enjoy fine weather, delicious Smedley. You're a fantastic team! The organizers
food, a wide variety of crafts, informational booths, look forward to seeing all of you at the 30th annual
and other vendors, and to celebrate the community HOAD on Saturday, June 9th, 2018!
spirit that continues to make Annville a special place
to live, work, and play. A special thanks to Annville — Douglas L. Nyce, 2017 HOAD Committee
Township and to the HOAD 2017 organizing Chair

LLLCT SATURDAY
Historie Old

JUNE 10

Qam-2pM

NNVILLE DA

od Cufis& Games on Main Street

& & I addition to all our other supporters & contributors, the
Historic Old Annville Day Committee offers a special thanks to Pennsy
Supply for its generous donation of the billboard advertisement on the north
side of Rt. 422 next to the quarry, which stood from April to June. Thank
you, Pennsy Supply, for your generous support! ~®

Historic Old Annville Day 2017 »
West MaTn St. Annville, June 10,2017
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Please note that your MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DATE can be found on the mailing label of this issue of The Landmark.
Please send your dues and address change to Rachel Noll, 1673 Louser Road, Annville, PA, 17003-8856. Questions? Call
Rachel at (717) 867-2137.

Individual & Student $ 5.00  Family (2+ persons) $ 10.00  Business $ 25.00 Friend of FOOA $ 50.00 %
Benefactor $ 100.00 § Founder ...... $ 250

RENEWALS

Iris Berliner Alster

M/M Howard Bixler
Frances S. Bova %
Virginia T. Bowman

Tom & Beth Brandt
Marty & Patti Brandt %
Mzr. Donald R. Brown

Karl & Gloria Brown §
M/M Dwayne Brown & Family
Constance Bryant

Rose Marie Caswell
Robert & Thelma T. Clark
Dianne & Ed Eisenhauer
Ms. Nicole A. Emrich
Betty Evans

M/M Philip Feather

Ms. Karen M. Feather §
Dt/M Dana Felty & Family
Jay A. Felty, DDS

Dr/M Arthur Ford

Gene & Janice Fortna

Mr. Carl S. Fry

Ms. Judy Funk

Maryann Hanley

Martin & Barbara Haubrich
Dr/M David Heeter & Family
M/M William Heeter

M/M Frank Heilman

David & Joan Henise §
Stanley Herr

Larry Hess

Bill Hopple

Mrs. Christine Hopple

John & Cindy Hostetter
Susan Belmer Kollet-Harris
Fred & Joanne Kreider

Mr. Jeffrey Kreider

Verna Ziegler Kwiatkowski
Barbara J. (Light) Lacy

Mrs. Charles Mariani

Scott Eggert/Dan Massad %
Bill & Doris Matz

Carol Meininger

Brian & Maureen Nornhold
Mike & Janice Orehek *
Mrs. Stephanie Rauch

Dave & Joy Leland Riegert
M/M Robert Roberts, Jr.
Linda L. Rohland

Jill Savini

M/M James H. Schaeffer
M/M Thomas O. Schaeffer
M/M Rudolph Scheer

Mrs. Gladys Seiverling
Doris T. Shull

Victoria Siegrist

John A. Smith

Kyle & Joan Smith

M/M Robert M. Swope
Mrs. Patricia K. Van Winkle
Ms. Marian R. Walters
John & Corinne Weaber
M/M David Wentling
Robert & Sally Wentling
Mark W. & Beth (Biely) Wethington
Mrs. Ruth Wolfen

NEW MEMBERS

Dicksie Lewis

Karen Moreno
Terry Noye
Jennifer Sgagias/DBA Annville Grille



