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Owen Moe - Narrative, Part 1

My interest in this topic is twofold:

1. As a long-time member of the Quittie Creek Nature Park Committee, 
I have been curious about the history of the park area, particularly 
the large limestone quarry, the buried lime kilns, and the remnants 
of some sort of water-driven mill on the Quittapahilla Creek near the 
Raymond J. Swingholm Foot Bridge to South Annville.  

2. Our Quittie Creek Nature Park Committee has been planning to 
place a historical marker near the Swingholm Foot Bridge, 
identifying the site of the old mill that stood in that place (see next 
slide for picture of the mill site) and providing historical information 
about that structure.  Historically, however, we knew virtually 
nothing about the mill itself and needed to find information for the 
marker.



Site of Bachmanôs Mill
View from South Annville at Swingholm Bridge, Looking North

Mill Site on the 
North Bank



Sources of Information
ÅElectronic Archives of Annville History (Paul Fullmer)

ÅñMills of the Quittapahillaò (1903) Lebanon County Historical 
Society, by Henry S. Heilman .

ÅñAnnville: Township and Townò(1910) Lebanon County Historical 
Society, by Joseph Warner.

ÅñAnnvilleôs Oldest Burial Place and Its Memoriesò (1915) Lebanon 
County Historical Society, Thomas Stein.

Å1875 Atlas of Lebanon County, F. A. Davis.

ÅNewspapers.com searchable online access to current and older 
newspapers.



Bachmanôs Mill
ÅLimestone Mill Built by Abraham and Mary Raiguel in 

1831 as a Grist Mill to Grind Local Grain

ÅConveyed to Peter Bachman in 1834

ÅReconveyed to John K. Bachman in 1849

ÅRented out in 1882 after death of John K. Bachman 

ÅDeeded to John A. Bachman in 1903

ÅHoused a Harness and Strap Company in ~1901 -1903

ÅContained a Laundry in 1903 -1904

ÅBecame part of a Lime Producing Operation in ~1904

ÅDestroyed by Fire in 1911



Bachmanôs Mill Described in 1911

Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report ï
November 21, 1911

AN OLD LANDMARK

The old mill which was destroyed was erected a 
century ago by the Raiguel brothersé.  The old mill 
was a landmark. The walls were constructed of 
stone.  For years, until Mr. Bachman leased the 
building to Mr. DeitzlerôsCompany, it was used as a 
grist mill.



Owen Moe - Narrative, Part 2

Bachmanôs Mill was the third of three mills built by the Raiguels from 1797 to 1831.  Only 

one of these mills is still standing. That mill, built in 1797 and located on South White Oak 

Street on the South side of the Quittie, was later sold by the Raiguels to David Kreider.  

The next three slides show first a photo of Bachmanôs mill itself, followed by an older and 

then a present-day view of the very similar David Kreider mill.  In the postcard picture 

(second slide), note the arched water channel built into the base of the mill, creating water 

pressure to drive a water wheel inside of the mill.  Bachmanôs mill would be expected to 

have the same interior wheel, but in our picture see no evidence of a water channel.  The 

third slide down of the Raiguel/Kreider mill today shows that the water channel has been 

completely filled in.  The fourth slide down compares Bachmanôs Mill with the 1797 mill 

that is still standing today ïthey appear to be almost identical.

Bachmanôs Mill may have been driven by a Fitz water wheel (fifth slide down), in use by 

some mills in the area at that time.  The short Fitz wheel can operate with a low-height 

mill dam such as we would expect on the Quittapahilla Creek.



Bachmanôs Mill, Probably Late 1800ôs



Postcard of the Raiguel
Mill(1797) on South White 
Oak Street


